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How is the LVS Middle School the same as Elementary School?

· YOU, the Learning Coach, are still responsible for the daily learning activities.  
· YOU, the Learning Coach, schedule your day according to your family’s needs.

· YOU, the Learning Coach, plan and prepare for the week’s lessons to make them the most effective.

· Your child’s learning style is taken into account as you prepare.

· YOU, the Learning Coach, work with your student to complete their lessons.

· You have an Education Specialist assigned to you who you will conference with and act as your main contact.
How is the LVS Middle School different from Elementary School?

· YOU, the Learning Coach, not only have access to your Education Specialist, but to Content Area Education Specialists.  These Education Specialists will focus on a specific curriculum to help you with curriculum related questions.

· Your student is getting older and may be able to handle more responsibility for his/her learning.
True or False?  Common Misconceptions
	A middle school student should do school work on their own.

[It is just as important that a middle school student have a teacher as it is for an elementary school student.  Find a balance between working with your student and allowing them to work on their own.]
	FALSE

	“Independent” means that a child works quietly by themselves and doesn’t ask for any help.

[Independent means allowing your middle school student to work on their own, when appropriate.  Again, find a balance that works for you and your student.]
	FALSE

	The computer teaches the child.

[The computer is a great teaching tool.  Use it to aid in your teaching, not to do your teaching.  Remember, there are appropriate times to use paper-pencil, hands-on, etc. approaches to teaching and learning as well.]
	FALSE


Common Misconceptions…Answered

Active Teaching & Learning


If your child was in a brick and mortar building and the teacher put him or her at a desk with 
a list of work to get “done” by the end of the day, would you be satisfied that your child was 
truly learning?  


The answer is probably “No,” because that is not an example of active learning.  To practice 
active learning, remember:  

· You need to be involved in the process - you are the teacher.

· Learning is more than “doing it on your own”—discussion and dialogue is 
      
crucial.


The “I DO, WE DO, YOU DO” Method

“Now that my student is in middle school, it is going to be great.  I am going to give them the 
responsibility of working through the K12 On-line School.”  


This teaching approach is probably not going to be very successful your student.  There is 
a balance between teaching and learning that needs to be developed at the middle school 
level.  As the student matures, the balance can change.  To get started, the following 
approach is very beneficial.   

       I DO – You, the Learning Coach, explain and model what to do.

WE DO - The Student and Coach work together.

YOU DO - The Student is given time to work on their own.

Using this model can help you to avoid these common problems:
· Not allowing enough time to teach and model for your student(s).
· Missing the piece of working together to discuss and learn.
· Spending too much time helping and never allowing your child to work on their own.


Student and Teacher K12 On-line School Accounts

You can set up both of these the first time you Login to your OLS through the K12 website at www.k12.com. 

Student Accounts

· If you feel your child is ready for some responsibility, you can set up their own student account.  They will be able to access their lessons and daily plans on their own.  
· Students will be prompted, before each assessment, to contact their teacher before access will be granted.  Before each of these assessments, you may be asked if you would like for the OLS to ‘Remember password for student assessments’.  Do not check this box.  The prompt is a great alert for you.  It allows you a chance to make sure that your student is ready to successfully complete the assessment.  Look to see that your student has completed the appropriate lessons and is adequately prepared.  
· Students will also have the opportunity to review their questions after taking each assessment.  Caution:  Students quickly find out that the ‘Review’ tool identifies the correct answers.  And then when they retake the assessment, it is over the same questions.  So we recommend that you look over the review and discuss the mistakes and correct answers with your student, so they aren’t tempted to simply ‘memorize’ the correct answer before retaking the assessment.
· A student account does not mean that you are out of the process.  Please remember that your child still needs a teacher!

How to Set Up a Student Account

· Log-in to your K12 Teacher Account
· Click on ‘My Account’ in the top right hand corner

· From here, you are given the option of setting up your student’s account
· Follow the prompts
Teacher Accounts

· Each teaching adult has their own account.

· This account allows you access to Daily Lessons Plans, Student Progress, etc.  

· You are responsible for monitoring your student’s progress, as well as for the grading and entering of results.  If you print out each assessment for your student to complete and then you enter the results, the benefits will be great!  
· DO NOT give your student access to the teacher account.  It is too tempting for them to input data that is not actually correct or that has not actually been completed, even for the most trustworthy child!  
Your Child’s Success Depends on How You Handle the Issues of:

· ACTIVE TEACHING AND LEARNING

· RESPONSIBILITY
Need More Guidance or Support?

Visit the LVS Middle School website (www.Lawrencevs.org) / Contact your Education Specialist 
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