TOP 10 TIPS FOR SUCCESS AT LVS
We are going to have a semester’s worth of work in one quarter’s worth of time 

(for all courses except math). 
Organization will be your key to success.  

1. Mark a calendar with due dates for all classes as soon as your teacher mails or posts due dates. Then, check for conflicts/overload (“I have 3 tests on one day,” would be an overload; I have a chat scheduled with 2 teachers at the same time would be a conflict). If you have any conflicts, contact your teachers in advance.  If you have an overload, adjust your schedule to get something done in advance.
2.  Set a daily schedule for yourself. For example decide to work on English from 8-10 daily, Algebra from 1-3, and Art Explorations from 3-5. Then follow it. With a semesters worth of work to do in half the time, you will have to discipline yourself to work on all 3 subjects daily.

3.  Set up your study area. Have your books, teacher contact/log-in info, paper, pen/pencils—whatever you need to do your work---there and ready for use. This will save you time and make your work go more productively.  Post teacher contact info and class log-in names and passwords in your study area.
4. Check email every day:  You have a First Class account to use ONLY for school work. Do not mail your teachers from your Yahoo, G-Mail, Hotmail, etc.  Email your teacher with questions or problems as soon as you have them. Don’t wait!  
7.  Log-in every day to every class. You MUST do this.  Check announcements and stay current in every course.
8.  Bookmark class websites. Let the computer remember your password and log-in names.  Both of these will save you time. They are small but important.
9.  Create a folder for each class on your computer for class work. Again this will help keep you organized and make it easier to find your work. If math work goes in the math folder, there is no need to figure out where you saved it to; it is in the math folder.
10.  Have a parent conference weekly to review your progress, submissions, and grade to date.

Print this out and post it in your study area. Look at it every day for the first week and use it as a guide to doing your work more efficiently.  That will make it habitual.
Parent’s Top 7 Tips for Student Success
1.  Check e-mail. We will use First Class e-mail as our primary contact point with you.  
2.  Set down with your student look over classes.  Help them with getting an   overall view of the course. 
3.  Assist your student with the structure of their day and listing of unit schedules. Help them figure out when to work on each subject, and help them make a master calendar that shows when their assignments are due for each class. The more engaged you are with their learning, the more successful they will be!

4. Have student log-ins so you can check on their progress. Be engaged with your students in their learning by looking at their work. If you would rather, have your students log in and show you what they have done. Keep the log-ins by the computer so you are reminded to check them and have them handy to do so.
5.  Check daily for homework/lesson completion. Log on yourself or set down with your students and have them log in and show you what they are doing.  A calendar with due dates should be posted in their study area so you can quickly see important submission dates.   

6.  Know how to access grades. The computer programs all have a grade book of some kind, and you can see what your child’s grades are at any time.  Regular grade checks are VERY important!
7.  Know teacher contact information. First Class e-mail is always the easiest. Our phone numbers are also posted on most if not all of the sites where the students are working.  E-mail your child’s teacher with questions or problems as soon as you have them. Don’t wait!

Remember: 
There are only three classes at once, but a semester’s worth of work in nine week’s time (except math is on the regular schedule).  You will need to make sure your students stay on top of it all. We are here to help with the content~ you need to help make sure they are staying engaged!
